PROJECT MARINE CARE UPDATE – JANUARY 11, 2011
PACKAGES SHIPPED TO DATE: Another 150 boxes were packed in December, bringing our total to 6,642 or approximately 90,000 lbs.  Some of the boxes weighed 35 lbs. or more and hopefully reached our troops by Christmas.  Even if they arrived in January, we believe that their impact could still be great, since there is a natural letdown after the Holidays.  We thank all who contributed, particularly Larry McCullough and his group of patriotic donors in Marin County, California who have given so much over the last 6 years – many of the group are pictured below.


_________________________________
On behalf of the Marines and Sailors of H&S Co 3/5, I would like to thank you for the great care package you sent. My Marines/Sailors appreciate every item in these packages and they will definitely not go to waste. The time and effort that all of our wonderful citizens back home put into this is almost unbelievable. It is all of you and the great country we live in that keeps us fighting to kill the enemy. Tell all of your volunteers  “Thank you”. 

Semper Fi, 1stSgt Miguel A. Pagan,
 Company First Sergeant      H&S Company,  3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, Regimental Combat Team 2 Helmand Province, Afghanistan 
We sent many, many boxes to the “Darkhorse Battalion” on this deployment and will continue to do so.  They have suffered a lot of casualties and we pray for them continually.

_____________________________________

I just received grandpa's letter dated 27 Oct today in a very large mail delivery.  Sometimes letters take longer than boxes- I've been regularly getting packages, including one from Megan today dated 8 November, so hers only took 10 days to get to me.  I've even had a few boxes make it here in 5-6 days from the states, which is really amazing when I think about all the moving pieces involved!

I've settled in the new job as an XO slowly.  We're in a period of transition, helping some of our sister companies move from the bases they've been at since summer to new regions, which is a very lengthy and intensive process.  Things have largely settled down for the winter, as most of the insurgents return to Pakistan to rest and recoup before the "fighting season" picks up again in the spring.  The power that be are trying to make sure we're positioned to make the biggest gains possible in the meantime, assisting the local government and afghan forces in securing roads and villages so that the people are safe here.  The thing that's most surprising is how familiar this situation is in some ways, looking back at history.  The most relevant comparison for the Taliban in most ways is like the Mafia or any organized crime gang; they can only exist because of intimidation and lack of effective governance and security.  In addition to their attacks on the coalition and afghan forces, they regularly abuse the population at large, stealing food and supplies, "punishing" people they suspect of cooperating with or even being near coalition forces or the government with kidnappings or beatings, and generally acting like common thugs.  They only hide behind their religion as a justification for their crimes, because in reality that's all they are, petty thugs who steal and kill and enjoy being in charge.  My job is largely coordinating the operations of our headquarters here, managing logistics and supplies, vehicle repair and maintenance…. tough to keep running and although they're tough, nothing is invincible to the terrain here), and keep day to day things running so my commander, a captain, can do the big picture stuff and control the 5 platoons we have.  

My new commander is really sharp; he's actually got his law degree from Georgetown and still joined the Army in the Infantry instead of being a JAG lawyer.  He's very smart and good to work for, and has very quickly made some big improvements to the way we operate……… still lets me lead patrols out when possible.  It surprising, but going on patrols is actually less stressful than the day to day grind here.  Sure, there's the possibility of getting into a firefight or hitting an IED, but at least that's what we're trained for………  I miss my platoon a lot, but things are going well here.  I got to fly out to my old COP for a couple hours a few days ago, and it was good to see them again.  They had a very close call last week where a truck hit an IED that was made out of an old Soviet or Chinese 107mm rocket; it blew up, but because it was so old, a good part of the explosive charge burned instead of detonating, which also prevented it from fragmenting like it was supposed to.  It destroyed the engine of the Humvee, but if it had blown up completely probably would have killed all four guys inside as well as two more who were walking nearby trying to spot IEDs.  They're counting their lucky stars.  
Anyway, thanks for the news from back home.  I'm glad things are going well as winter sets in for the family.  Love you guys and thanks for writing and mailing me so often. 
Lt Troy Peterson
Army Lieutenant Peterson’s grandfather passed that poignant letter on to us after we sent a few boxes, with permission to share it with you.
___________________________

Marine Corps League,
I would like to extend my gratitude for the care package my troops and I received.  Your gifts/food is very well appreciated, proved by your care package being almost gone in about 2 days.  People like you remind us that there are still people left in the USA that support our cause and sacrifice.  Thank you.
Sincerely,
Capt Israel Abenson, USAF

This is one of about 4 letters received this time from people to whom the packages were not directly addressed.  In this case, another Air Force person must have passed on a box to the Captain, who took the time and trouble to thank us.

_____________________________

GREAT PACKAGE.  Lots of good items.  Very much appreciated by the troops.  Happy 235th Birthday
1stSgt Phillip Orellano, H&S company, 2nd Bn, 6th Marines

The First Sergeant refers to the origin of the Marine Corps, November 10, 1775 - the year before the signing of the Declaration of Independence.  We sent quite a lot to the 6th Marines as they were in the thick of things in Afghanistan.  The same will be done for all the infantry units making the same sacrifices.
_______________________________

Thanks for everything!  I will make sure to share with the Marines in the Platoon!  I really don’t know what else to say but thanks!  Happy Birthday!
HM3 (FMF) Vu Chau, 2nd Bn, 6th Marines

It’s very gratifying to hear that greeting from a Navy Corpsman.  We’ve mentioned several times that an FMF (Fleet Marine Force) Corpsman is considered every bit  a Marine by those he takes care of in combat and peacetime alike.  They sacrifice their own safety to treat the wounded when they’re taking fire themselves.  So, we wish him a Happy Birthday right back. 


                                       


That’s a nice card addressed to our Detachment, volunteers and contributors from Marine Lance Corporal Naomi Newman with I MEF/ I MHG (Fwd).
Thank you all so much!!  I shared the box with my guys   You don’t know how much it really means to get love & support from back home!  We are truly thankful for all you’re doing!! 
PFC Danielle E. Ramirez
HHC 1st B, 1BCT 4ID
We have a pretty good idea how much it means, but we never get tired of hearing it.
_________________________
Mr. Wintersteen,
Many thanks for the thoughtful package; especially the baby wipes, nuts
and personal hygiene supplies.  We are very busy here working 16-18 hour
days and don't have a Marine Corps Exchange or Army and Air Force
Exchange store here in Kabul at the ISAF Joint Command to purchase these
U.S. unique items.  Know that your gift package will be shared among the
US Joint and Multinational Officers here in the Future Plans Shop.
Again, thank you and Merry Christmas Sir.
Respectfully,
LtCol (OF4) Jimmie Opilla, US Marines, Future Operations (FUOPS) Planner, Regional Command (South West)ISAF Joint Command, CJ35 FUOPS


I work at a SOF HQ in Afghanistan.  Our subordinate elements are located in the most austere places Afghanistan has to offer.  We have taken your care packages, organized the contents into categories (toiletries, magazines, etc.) and sent them to our subordinate elements in the field.  Your contribution to the fight is greatly appreciated, especially by those roughing it out in Indian country.

Capt Rafe Stucky (USMC)  CJSOTF – A,   Bagram Air Field
p.s.  Thanks Cpl Seamus for letting us camp out in Spring 2003

When you read the words “subordinate elements”, think of Teams performing crucial work in areas where they have little or no support.  Very dangerous operations.

The Captain’s reference to Corporal Seamus Garrahy is a tribute to a great Marine who has had thousands of Marines camped out on his lawn at Gettysburg to partake in “Steaks & Beers” festivities over the last 27 years or so.   Seamus has also taken Steaks & Beers to Marines and Corpsmen as far away as Camp Lejeune, NC and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  His backyard is an official Marine Corps Landing Zone.  Our thoughts are with Seamus on this day as he continues to battle a severe bone cancer and we hope you will offer a prayer as well.
__________________________

Mr. Wintersteen
Just wanted to drop you a note and say thanks for the care package you sent to us. It really means a lot. Please pass along our gratitude to everyone in your detachment and Semper Fidelis!
 
1stSgt T.W. Kennedy
C Co, 1st CEB, 1st MarDiv (Fwd)
Camp Dwyer, Afghanistan

_____________________________


Thank you so much for the package, however it is time for us to pack up and go home.  We thank you for all of your support throughout the past few months.
Sgt Holland Boecio,  HHC 1-87  S-2 Shop
_____________________________

Sir,
I got three boxes from you!  Thank you.  I gave two boxes to some “Leathernecks” that were visiting KAF from Bastion;  the other I took to work.

Ted
That’s from Ted McHugh a retired Army CW3, son of our friend in Jacksonville, NC, Major Jack McHugh, USMC (Ret.) who coordinates a program that sends hundreds of packages to the troops.  We like the fact that Ted gave two-thirds of his booty to Marines.
below is the front of the card that Ted sent:


_____________________________
Thank you so much for the care package.  We really appreciate the candy and powdered drink mixes.  The canned food is not needed that much out here, but it will not go to waste.  Also, the hygiene products will go to Marines who need them.  Again, thank you for all your support.
LtCol Polevitzky  RC(SW)  I MEF (Fwd)
We appreciate that Katherine took the time to write.  Many, many lady Marines in her unit have received our packages over the last 5 months or so, thanks to Master Gunnery Sergeant Michelle King.
_____________________________
Thank you for the package.  The hygiene items are especially useful since we do not have running water or even showers.  One of the soldiers in my squad doesn’t have anybody to send him packages.  I was hoping that you could help him as much as you help me.  His name is PFC Chris. R. Adams and he has the same address as me.  Thanks.
SPC  Bryce Cody 
A 4-42 FA
FOB FARAH
APO AE O9382
Rest assured that PFC Adams will get some attention.  This seems like a good place to send Baby Wipes, given Bryce’s comments - “No running water or even showers”. He’s a good man for taking care of his brother Soldier.
Dear Marine Corps League,
 
I want to extend my gratitude for your generosity during the Christmas Season.  Here in Nawa it is difficult to think of the comforts of home while surrounded by such impoverished people.   We do our best to extend to our Afghan neighbors the comforts which are normally associated with civilized life.  When we are bolstered by your support, as witnessed through your care packages, it makes all of our work with the Afghan’s seem more worthwhile.  
 Semper Fi,             Capt Mike Regner,  
Commanding Officer,   Golf Co, 2d Bn, 3d Mar Regt,   PB Jaker, Afghanistan

Captain Regner sent this email tonight and we told him his Dad, Major General Michael R. Regner, would be speaking at the Marines Memorial Club at the monthly Marine Day Luncheon.  The Captain asked us to tell the General all is well.  We are honored to do so.
_______________________________

Good morning,
I would like to send my sincere thanks to Mr. John Wintersteen of your detachment.  I received a care package from him recently but I have no way of contacting him personally, only his mailing address.  I would have mailed him a thank you however the outgoing mail here is not very reliable and this will reach him in a more expeditious manner.  Please pass along this message to John and his Detachment, and please let him know I sincerely appreciate his time and effort in mailing the care package.   Semper Fidelis!
 
Very respectfully,
 1stSgt James D. Vealey
H&S Company Task Force, 2d Battalion, 3d Marines
FOB Geronimo, Afghanistan
(Member of MCL Aloha Det.)

Again, many boxes were sent to the First Sergeant and all the 1stSgt’s of the infantry line companies in 2/3.  They are, like 1/8, 3/5 and 2/1, in the thick of things and have very little access to PX items.  We’re glad to see he is member of the Marine Corps League in Hawaii.
____________________________
If you want to show your support to these troops and contribute to Project Marine Care, please make checks out to:   MCL DET 942
 
And send to:
  
John Wintersteen 436 Sycamore Cir., Danville, CA 94526 (925) 837-7750
steenmarine@yahoo.com

ALL contributions are important and we like to think we are connecting good people with our fantastic troops every time a box is shipped.  Please note that all donations are applied 100% to help those troops – there are no “Admin Fees” in our Project.   One of these Updates goes into every box we ship.
  Our Federal Employer Identification Number (EIN) is 68-0379040 and our California State Franchise Board Organization Number is 2254883.   Our State Charitable Trust number is 120356.  The Department of California, Marine Corps League, is a non-profit Corporation under Section 501 (c) (4) of the IRS Code.  The Marine Corps League has an exemption that allows donations for our troops to be tax-deductible.  Please pass this on to anyone you believe would like to help our troops in “harm’s way”.   We ship to every branch of the military.  If you would like some information on how to send boxes, send me an email me at the address above and we'll send you a Package Protocol and a list of goods that we update periodically.   Please put "Packages for Troops” on the Subject line so we'll know it's not “spam”.   Thank you from the Mt. Diablo Detachment, Marine Corps League, Lafayette, CA       
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